
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2159
comedy for the 573rd Army Battalion with sol-
diers from the 572nd and the 583rd Compa-
nies entitled ‘‘Two Points Shy’’. This produc-
tion entertained soldiers in the German cities
of Furth, Nuremberg and Hamburg among oth-
ers. It received commendations from the 3rd
Army Commanding Officer.

Gene Grigsby has been a creative dynamo
for all of his adult life. His creative energy and
talent have helped to train thousands of young
artists and art educators. He continues to be
a mentor to those who have known and
worked with him for over fifty years.

Gene Grigsby and his loving and supportive
wife of over 55 years—Thomasena—continue
to reside in Phoenix, Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I
am happy to count Gene and Tommy Grigsby
among my friends, and I am proud to salute
the distinguished career of this great artist, are
educator and American citizen.
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Ms. CARSON. I rise, Mr. Speaker, to make
a point, all apart from the self-righteous rancor
of our recent debates before we go out from
here to our homes across the land. I am con-
cerned about some recent horrors in our coun-
try, frightening to Americans of decency every-
where. I rise because I think there is some-
thing we can do and because this is the time
to start doing it.

This year, we have seen horrific hate crimes
committed against innocent men. One man in
Texas was brutally dragged behind a pickup
truck to his death merely because of the color
of his skin.

Another young man was savagely beaten to
death in Wyoming because of his sexual ori-
entation. This was the third attack he had suf-
fered in recent months because of his orienta-
tion.

The FBI reported 7,947 hate crimes in 1995,
and 11,039 in 1996. The vast majority of these
crimes were based on racial prejudice. Only
33 of these cases were prosecuted by the
Justice Department under existing hate crime
laws. However, we also know that hate at-
tacks are chronically under-reported by victims
and law enforcement agencies. Attacks like
the one in Wyoming are probably more wide-
spread than we know.

We must do more to prevent these kinds of
outrages.

I have cosponsored legislation, HR 3043, to
require colleges and universities to collect and
report statistics concerning the occurrence on
campus of crimes arising from prejudice based
on race, gender, religion, sexual orientation or
disability.

I also have cosponsored HR 3081, which
would strengthen criminal penalties of those
who commit violent hate crimes.

Many states, including Wyoming, do not
even have hate crime laws on the books. My
own state of Indiana has no penalties on the
books aimed at preventing hate crimes.

These states need to act to do whatever
they can to prevent crimes of hate.

Here in Congress, let us dedicate ourselves
to passing strong anti-hate crimes legislation
before we adjourn this year.

We in Congress and the states must do
what we can to focus such attention on hate
crimes that it may never be said that we did
not act to help to prevent this great national
shame.
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, a very
distinguished leader in the Northern Virginia
and surrounding area, Reverend Doctor Leroy
Oscar Payton passed away on September 28,
1998.

Reverend Payton, born September 29,
1931, was the eldest of nine children born to
the late Reverend Leroy Payton and Mrs.
Sarah Mack Payton. A native of Orangeburg,
South Carolina, he had been active in the min-
istry since the age of 17. He was ordained in
1950 and served as an assistant to the pastor
at the Mount Zion Baptist Church in Arlington,
Virginia. Reverend Payton held academic de-
grees from what was then the District of Co-
lumbia Teachers College, now known as the
University of the District of Columbia, the
Washington Bible College, and George Wash-
ington University.

In 1960, he became the pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Sycoline, Virginia, where he
served the community and congregation for
seven years. In 1967 he was called to the
Chantilly Baptist Church, Chantilly, Virginia,
where he faithfully served thirty years as pas-
tor. Under the leadership of Reverend Payton,
Chantilly Baptist Church, which is place of
worship to a number of my constituents, has
grown from a small rural congregation to a
present day modern suburban church with
many ministries. Reverend Payton was retired
from George Washington University as the Di-
rector of Environmental Services.

My introduction to Reverend Payton was
through his work at the Northern Virginia Bap-
tist Association (NVBA). The NVBA is an as-
sociation of more than one hundred and twen-
ty-five primarily African American churches,
many of which are in my district in the coun-
ties of Fairfax and Prince Williams, located in
the Northern Virginia region of the Baptist
General Convention of Virginia. Reverend
Payton had been a leader in this Association
of churches for more than forty years, cul-
minating his tenure as the fourteenth Modera-
tor of this dynamic one hundred and twenty-
one-year-old organization. It was during his
stewardship of the Northern Virginia Baptist
Association that I came to know and respect
Reverend Payton. He preached the message
of, ‘‘Love: the Binding Tie and the Healing
Balm,’’ during his years as Moderator, 1993–
1997.

Not only did Reverend Payton preach the
word of his belief from which he drew his
strength, he was also actively involved in his
community. An unassuming gentle man, he
believed it to be his duty as a citizen in this
great country to concern himself with the im-
mediate community as well as the broader
community. He had been recognized on many
occasions and had been the recipient of nu-
merous awards because of the warmth of his

leadership, spiritual guidance, and dedication
to do the Lord’s will. Closer to home, Rev-
erend Payton was also a dedicated family
man.

He leaves to carry on his good memory, his
loving wife, Margaret, their children—Leroy,
Joan, Ravoyne, and Dana; his mother, Mrs.
Sarah Mack Payton; five brothers, three sis-
ters and many other relatives and friends.
Reverend Payton was the epitome of what
makes this nation great—he loved his commu-
nity enough to care to make a difference in
everyday life, he loved his family, and he
loved the Lord. He did not look for any acco-
lades. He saw what needed to be done in the
community and did it without seeking recogni-
tion.

Northern Virginia is without Reverend Doc-
tor Leroy Oscar Payton today, but the memo-
ries of his strong leadership, moral courage,
integrity, and devotion to God will live on in
our hearts and be an example to follow.
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Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate and pay tribute to Colonel Steven S.
Hoffman as he retires from the United States
Air Force following 28 years of outstanding
military service. During his distinguished ca-
reer, Colonel Hoffman has served his country,
the U.S. Air Force, and the community of
McGuire Air Force Base with distinction and
honor.

Since July 1996, Colonel Hoffman has been
the Director of Staff and Inspector General at
the 305th Air Mobility Wing, McGuire Air Force
Base, New Jersey, a responsibility that cannot
be overestimated nor underappreciated. It is
during this period that I have gotten to person-
ally know and appreciate Steve’s professional
integrity and positive outlook. As the Director
of Staff, Steve directed and supervised the
daily operational activities of 17 wing staff
agencies. In his other role as the Inspector
General, he was responsible for a base popu-
lation of over 11,000 personnel with resources
over $1.1 billion and an annual budget ex-
ceeding $250 million. Steve excelled under a
high operations tempo requiring his leadership
and dedication at McGuire Air Force Base.

A native of Shandanken, New York, Steve
entered the Air Force in 1970 through the Re-
serve Officer Training Corps and earned his
pilot wings as a KC–135 pilot at Laredo Air
Force Base, Texas. Although initially trained
as a pilot, Steve sought early in his career to
work with people and improve the personal
and professional relationships within the Air
Force. In addition to his piloting, his tours in
the Air Force included positions in Public Af-
fairs, Operations, Plans and Security, Air
Force Liaison Officer and Commander/Pub-
lisher of the European Stars and Stripes.

Steve’s devotion to country and the Air
Force is evidenced by the awards he has so
richly earned. These awards include the De-
fense Superior Service Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Air
Medal and the Air Force Commendation
Medal with one oak leaf cluster.
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